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It all began with a party - - one that I did not attend. The next day,
someone mentioned to me that word games had been played at the par
ty, and that a word with the pattern 1231231 (where different letters
are represented by different digits) had been sought. I replied (im
mediately, so I like to think) with alfalfa and entente, and later with
the German words Kuckuck ( I cuckoo') and endende (' ending t , as a
weak adjective) "
Some time late r, I came acros s the name of the Dutch mathemati
cian LekKE RKERKER (for emphasis, I capitalize the internal repeti
tions in this article). But I started making a list of words wit h con
secutive repeated sequences of letters only after I saw M. C. Escher's
lithograph title Pr ENTENTENToonstelling ( I Print gallery I) .

In order to make the list of reasonable size, I exclude words in
which the sequence to be repeated consists of only one or two letter s,
such as nEEded or neEDED, as well as words in which the repetitions
are not consecutive, such as pRESsuRES. Most of the words come
from reading, although some are obtained by browsing through diction
aries. In general, I am interested in ordinary words (no unusual words
or archaic spellings) , preferably words which contain non- obvious re
petitions. Two fine examples, sent to me by Richard See, are
noNSENSE and coNTENTEd. Common patterns of repetition, such as
those found in Polynesian plurals, or words with common prefixes or
endings (English -ing, French -ent or -ant, German -end or -ende
or -enden, Polish -nie or -enie) are represented by only a few words.
Few proper names or their derivatives are collected.
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Here are definitions for ten English words which contain repeated
sequences of three or more letters:

1. owns
2. kille r
3. more ardent
4. get ready again
5. abdominal pain

6. at once
7. addition of color
8. fullness
9. whizzes
10. bearberry

Answers can be found in Answers and Solutions.
A sampling of names and words derived from them: BER BER,
CORCORan, CINCINnati, mISSISSippi, AlbANLANIsm, lONDONDerry,
MIAMIAn, LouisIANIAN, IndIANIAN, KASKASkia.
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English
TARTAR, TSETSE, TESTES, MUUMUU, MURMUR, CANCAN, CHA
CHA, UNSUNS (thanks to E. R. Wolpow)
asSESSES, spONSONS, brINGING (also clinging, cringing, flinging,
hinging, impinging, pinging, ringing, singing, slinging, springing,
stringing, swinging, tinging, winging, wringing, and zinging) ,
BA RBA Ric, sENTENTious, KINKINess, PREPREssurized, in
gr ATIA TIon, morPHOPHOnemic s, palEOGEOGraphy, hyPERPE R
ceptive, lOPHOPHore, paraLLELLEd (British spelling) , suPER
PERfect, suPERPERson, UNNUNNed (last two from E. R. Wolpow),
vERSERS, revERSERS, FURFURol, FURFURaceous, meTASTASis
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ZURUCKZURUCKen ( I to shove back') , mENSCHENSCHlag (' race of
men') , zuR0CKROCKen (' shove back') , mEIEREIERzeugnisse
(' dairy-farm products l ), LammergEIE REIER ('lammergeyer eggs I) ,
HaupT AUSTA USchschritte ( 'principal exchange steps 1) , Hauptaustau
SCHSCHritte, PURPUR, NENNEN (l call, name'), KERKER, END
END, ANGANG ( 1 approach') , SENSEN (' scythes') , SENSENbrenner
(former Columbus mayor), eINGING ( , ente red 1) , KuGELGELenk,
VakuUMPUMPe, nACHACHten, blENDEND (also sendend, wendend) ,
muNDENDE (also bindende, findende, grundende, rundende, ver
schwindende) , reDENDEN (also werdenden, bildenden, leidenden,
schuldenden, meldenden, scheidenden, schadenden, vermeidenden,
Dividenden), RepeTENTEN (also As s istenten, Emittenten), a BER
BERgamt (also Oberbergisch, Oberbergmeister, Oberbergrat) ,
erweiTERTER (also erschutterter, gemalterter, gefiitterter, ge
musterter, ge scheiterter) , sta TISTISch, AbfraGENGENerie rung
( , inquiry generation I) , mISSISSt, fEST EST , Pul VERVERschworung
(' Gunpowder Plot ' ), mAUSAUSrottung ('mouse extermination ' ),
FalSCHSCHworer ( 'perjurer' , from D. Borgmann's Languafe on Va
cation, p. 178), miETETE T ( , (ye) rented'), tapfERERER as in
ein tapfererer Soldat, I a braver soldier' ) (also schwererer, heiser
erer, heitererer, lockererer, muntererer, rnagererer, hagererer) ,
FiSCHSCHwarm
Dutch
GENEGENE (plural form of I favorably disposed' ) , klaarbLIJKELDKE
(plural form of 'obvious') , VERVER ( 'house-painter I) , zENDEND,
viNDENDE, wrINGING, ROMKOMrner (l cucumber'), vOOROORdeel,
vOOROORlogs ('pre-war l ) , onbevOOROORdeeld ('unprejudiced')
VERVERsen ('refresh'), DERDERangs ('third-rate'), kloostER
KERK, antiquITEITE ( I antiquities') (also universiteite, kwaliteite) ,
gevo RDERDE (plural form of 1 advanced' ) , mENSENSchuw ( , shy I) ,
zEEREERward (' reverend') , kettERVERVolging (lpersecution of
hereticsl)
Is there oVERVERVERVER ('overpainter')?
J

French
CHERCHER (' seek ' ), RENTRENT ( '(they) reenter'), CHOUCHOUter
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doddle I ) , FROUFROUte r ( , rustle of silk' ) , JOUJOU QI toy 1 ) ,
DONDO N ( , Fatty I) , fAISAIS ( , I was making I ) (also plaisais, tai sais) ,
souhAITAIT ( I he was wishing for I), chANTANT ( , singing' ) (also
plant ant , vantant), s ENTENT (t they feel' ) (also pr~ sentent, consent
ent, mentent, contentent, repentent repre sentent, fermentent, aug
mentent, f.r'{;quentent, arpentent, arrentent) J baSSESSE ('baseness ' ),
lASSASSe ( 1 I might weary!) (also passasse)
( I

J

Italian
SCONOSCONO ( , they do not recognize I) , cleMENTEMENTE ( I clement
ly t ) (also inclementemente, veemeritemente) chIAMlAMo ( 1 we calli) ,
cANT ANTe (' singer I ) , cont ROPROPaganda, groSSISSlmo, ANDANDo
( , walking'), MORMORare (l murmur I), sPERPERare (I waste I) ,
TARTARuga ('tortoise'), TORTORa ('dove ' ), FARFARo ('coltsfoot l ) ,
aCCOCCO ( I I notch an arrow') • accENDENDo ('igniting l ) (also difen
dendo; prendendo, tendendo, vendendo) , ri MBO MBG ( I loud noise I)
J

Polish
DOWODOWO ( I conclusively'), PRZEPRZE~ ( 'drag through') , kilkuna
STOSTOpniowy (I ten- to- twenty- degree I , as adJe ctive) , dzwoNIENIE
( I tinkling I ) , iniCJ A CJA ( I initiation' )
Spanish
muCHACHA
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Doe s your spouse make snide remarks about word play being
child I splay? Do you hide your copy of Word Ways from your
boss, lest he think you've finally gone off your rocker? John
McClellan recently sent in the perfect answer to these doubt
ing Thomase s, in Jame s Fixx I s Game s for the Super- intelli
gent (Doubleday, 1972). On page 28, he says:
For many of the supe rintelligent. word games are to be
preferred above all other types of puzzles. One reason is
that extremely bright people are, by definition, ve rbally
adept people. Typically they have a way of noticing, de
lighting in, and remembering words that other people are
likely to ignore or forget, and they are ordinarily very
good at any challenge involving words ... Beyond all that,
he has a general verbal facility that make s playing word
games and solving word puzzles as natural for him and as
much fun as it is \for Vida Blue to throw a baseball.
Enough said!
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